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SUBJECT:

Q:

SUMMARY:

TWO MINUTE TRAINING
RCRA Permitted Storage and the Hazardous Waste Marking

It is clear in WAC 173-303-200(1)(d) and (4)(a)(iv)(D), “Accumulating dangerous waste on-site”,
[40 CFER 262.34(a)(3) and (d)] that large and small quantity generators must mark their hazardous
waste Containers as “Dangerous Waste” or “Hazardous Waste”. So where in the RCRA permitted
or interim status regulations is the equivalent hazardous waste marking regulation that a treatment,
storage or disposal facility (TSDF) must also mark their hazardous waste containers as dangerous or
hazardous waste?

Per WAC 173-303-395(6), “Other general requirements” [40 CFR 264.17/ 40 CFR 265.17] and
WAC 173-303-630(3), “Use and management of containers”, [closest equivalent Federal
regulation is 40 CFR 264/ 40 CFER 265 Subpart I], a Washington state TSDF must mark
dangerous waste containers to identify the major risks associated with the contents of the
containers. Major risks can be communicated by use of the DOT Hazard Label system.
However, there is no specific mention of the “Dangerous Waste” or “dangerous waste” marking
in the WA TSDF regulation or the 40 CFR TSDF regulations.

A word search for “labeled” or “marked” or “clearly with the words™ and several variations of
these words and the phrase revealed no indications that the “Dangerous Waste” or “dangerous
waste” marking is required at a TSDF. There is a marking requirement for treatability studies
waste to be marked as dangerous/hazardous waste while being accumulated at laboratories and
testing facilities as required by WAC 173-303-071(3)(s)(xiii) [40 CFR 261.4(e)]. There is also
a dangerous/hazardous waste marking requirement for shipping dangerous/hazardous waste as
required at WAC 173-303-190(3)(b), “Preparing dangerous waste for transport”, [40 CFR
262.32]. However, there is still no mention of the “Dangerous Waste” or “dangerous waste”
marking in the TSDF regulations of WAC 173-303 or 40 CFR.

It appears that if a dangerous or hazardous waste marking is required at a TSDF, the requirement
is shrouded in mystery.

It is clear that a large or small quantity generator must mark their containers as “Dangerous Waste”
or “dangerous waste”.

It is also clear that a WA TSDF must mark their containers with the major risk, e.g., DOT labels or
markings.

It is not clear that a TSDF has the equivalent requirement to mark their containers as “Dangerous
Waste” or “Hazardous Waste”.

Nothing is attached. If you have any questions, please contact me at "Paul W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620.
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